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Music Curriculum Rationale

At Our Lady of the Assumption we are musicians! We want our children to love music. We
want them to be ambitious and grow up wanting to be music producers, songwriters,
composers or performers! We want them to live out our Mission Statement and ‘Values
Blueprint.” Our school motto is “BELIEVE, ACHIEVE, SUCCEED.”. The music curriculum has
been designed so that our children develop their musical skills and abilities. We want our
children to remember their music lessons in our school, to cherish these memories and
embrace the musical opportunities they are presented with! Recently, our school have
invested in providing specialist brass lessons for pupils in KS2. These sessions are led by
professional music teachers and give every child an opportunity to learn to play an
instrument. Bringing music alive is important at Our Lady of the Assumption Community
Primary School.

Curriculum Intent

The music curriculum promotes curiosity and a love and thirst for learning. It is ambitious and
empowers our children to become independent and resilient — like all curriculum areas.

We want to equip them with not only the minimum statutory requirements of the music
National Curriculum but to prepare them for the opportunities, responsibilities and
experiences of later life. For example, at Christmas our children took part in special
Christmas concert in Liverpool Cathedral. At the concert the children sang a whole host of
festive songs in front of a packed audience. What a great start to the festive season it
was! Our choir also perform a number of charity concerts in the locality supporting
organisations such as Zoe’s Place. We are committed to putting music on the map here at Our
Lady of the Assumption Community Primary.

We want our children to use the vibrancy of our great city to learn from other cultures, respect
diversity, co-operate with one another and appreciate what they have. We achieve this by
providing a strong SMSC curriculum, with British Values and our ‘Values Blueprint’ placed at
the heart of everything we do. This often feeds into the music curriculum.

We enrich their time in our school with memorable, unforgettable experiences and provide
opportunities which are normally out of reach. For example, last year we provided our pupils
with the opportunity to experience live music in school from the ‘Pop Project’ the children
were treated to an interactive concert of songs celebrating and reinforcing difference and
the fundamental British Values. Pupils also attended a workshop and concert with John
Burland in the Cathedral Crypt. Many of the children commented what wonderful and
memorable experiences they had. We firmly believe that it is not just about what happens in
the classroom, it is about the added value we offer to really inspire our children.



Curriculum Implementation

Our music curriculum is now delivered through a scheme of work which has been carefully
built and the learning opportunities and assessment milestones for each year group crafted
to ensure progression and repetition in terms of embedding key learning, knowledge and
skills. At Our Lady of the Assumption Community Primary School we use the Charanga
scheme — which provides our teachers with week-by-week lessons for each year group in
the school from ages Early Years to Y6. This scheme provides lesson plans, assessment, clear
progression, and engaging and exciting resources for every lesson. Our music scheme is
based on: Listening and Appraising; Musical Activities — creating and exploring; and Singing
and Performing.

Music subject specific characteristics, which we expect the children to demonstrate, have
been developed and shared with all stakeholders. These characteristics underpin all work in
music and form a focal point for display areas and provide a common subject specific
vocabulary for staff and pupils. These characteristics are:

e A rapidly widening repertoire which they use to create original, imaginative, fluent
and distinctive composing and performance work.

¢ A musical understanding underpinned by high levels of aural perception,
internalisation and knowledge of music, including high or rapidly developing levels
of technical expertise.

e Very good awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres.

¢ An excellent understanding of how musical provenance - the historical, social and
cultural origins of music — contributes to the diversity of musical styles.

o The ability to give precise written and verbal explanations, using musical
terminology effectively, accurately and appropriately.

e A passion for and commitment to a diverse range of musical activities.

We empower our staff to organise their own year group curriculums under the guidance of
our subject leaders. Teachers are best placed to make these judgements. Staff develop year
group specific long-term curriculum maps which identify when the different subjects and
topics will be taught across the academic year. The vast majority of subjects are taught
discretely but staff make meaningful links across subjects. They link prior knowledge to new
learning to deepen children’s learning. Our children are taught the right, connected
knowledge.

Our short-term plans are produced on a weekly and daily basis. We use these to set out the
learning objectives for each lesson, identifying engaging activities and resources which will be
used to achieve them.

We encourage staff to teach a weekly music lesson. This was a notable change after the music
audit. This helps to ensure sufficient time is allocated to music and that musical subject matter
can be revisited frequently. We believe that by crafting our curriculum this way, we improve
the potential for our children to retain what they have been taught, to alter their long-term
memory and thus improve the rates of progress they make.



Curriculum Impact

We use both formative and summative assessment information in every music lesson. Staff
use this information to inform their short-term planning and short-term interventions. This
helps us provide the best possible support for all of our pupils, including the more able. The
assessment milestones for each phase have been carefully mapped out and further broken
down for each year group. This means that skills in music are progressive and build year on
year.

Our staff use music formative assessment grids to systematically assess what the children
know as the topic progresses and inform their future planning. These formative assessment
grids then inform summative assessment judgements for each topic.

Assessment information is collected frequently and analysed as part of our monitoring cycle.
This process provides an accurate and comprehensive understanding of the quality of
education in music. A comprehensive monitoring cycle is developed at the beginning of each
academic year. This identifies when monitoring is undertaken. The last music monitoring
took place in Spring 2023. Monitoring in music includes: work scrutinies, lesson observations
and/or learning walks, pupil/parent and/or staff voice.

All of this information is gathered and reviewed. It is used to inform further curriculum
developments and provision is adapted accordingly.



